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o Genypterus blacodes
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P Whal: Tobeo

Origin: New Zealand
Mainly sold as: Frozen fillet

Fishing method: Bottom trawling

© Biology

Ling are slow to grow, and it takes
them four and a half years to mature.
That makes them susceptible to fishing
pressure.

o Status of wild populations

Ling are fully fished in most New Zea-
land waters.

© Bycatch

As bottom trawling for ling takes place
in the deep sea, accidentally caught
and later discarded organisms are often
badly crushed in the nets. The survival
rate of these organisms is very low.

© [mpacts on the environment

Bottom trawling usually has a high im-
pact on the seafloor environment be-
cause of the intense contact between
fishing equipment and the seabed.

o Fisheries management

New Zealand's ling fisheries employ
some management measures, includ-
ing stock assessments, fishing quotas
and a certain level of bycatch control.

e Genypterus blacodes

But there is room for improvement in
the form of a long-term management

plan.

-~ Summary >

The biological characteristics of ling
make them sensitive to fishing activi-
ties and the stocks are fully fished in
most New Zealand waters. Bottom
trawling in deep water reduces the
survival rate of unwanted organisms
and has a high impact on the sea-
bed habitat. However, management
measures are in place to monitor
the exploitation of the species.
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