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® Branchiostegus auratus, B. argentatus, B. japonicus
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e Branchiostegus auratus, B. argentatus, B. japonicus

Origin: The South China Sea including Hong Kong waters

Mainly sold as: Fresh whole fish

Fishing method: Gill netting

© Biology

Horsehead grow relatively fast and can
become sexually mature between 18
and 24 months, so they are not particu-
larly susceptible to fishing pressure.

© Status of wild populations

Although there is no accurate figure for
local horsehead stocks, the fact that a
lot of the individuals caught are juve-
niles indicates that the species is over-
exploited.

© Bycatch

Gill nets are used to catch horsehead,
generating a moderate amount of
undesirable bycatch and discards -
about 20% of the total catch.

© Impacts on the environment

Gill netting has little impact on the sea-
bed because the contact between nets
and the seafloor is minimal. However,
marine creatures are frequently en-
tangled by nets that have been lost or
abandoned in the sea.

© Fisheries management

Fishery management systems for
horsehead in Hong Kong and the South
China Sea are weak. Fishery regulations
are not in place: in Hong Kong, there
are no size restrictions, fishing licens-
ing or quota system. Although some
management measures are in place in
mainland China, enforcement is poor.

Summary

Despite horsehead not being partic-
ularly vulnerable to fishing pressure,
stocks appear over-exploited. Gill
netting generates a moderate quan-
tity of bycatch and causes minimal
damage to the seabed. But overall,
management measures in place
to protect horsehead in the South
China Sea are not effective.
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