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e Larimichthys crocea
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Origin: China

Mainly sold as: Fresh whole fish

e Larimichthys crocea

Culture method: Floating net cages or open land ponds

Yellow croaker are stocked at high den-
sity and this results in the spread of dis-
eases and parasites.

The young of commercially valuable
wild species caught by trawling may be
used as feed for yellow croaker, exac-
erbating the depletion of wild marine
resources.

Yellow croaker fry come from artificial
hatcheries in mainland China but wild
populations of the species, particularly
in the East China Sea, are overfished.

Floating net cages are installed in ways
that have only minimal impact on the
seabed. Yellow croaker farms using
land-based ponds are located on land
and do not have any impact on ecologi-
cally sensitive coastal areas. Regard-
less of culture methods, effluent from
yellow croaker farms, including excess
feed, faeces, and potentially diseases

is directly discharged into the sea,
causing pollution.

Fish farms can only be set up in desig-
nated places in China. The industry is
beneficial to local communities. How-
ever, the management measures in
place to address the environmental im-
pact of yellow croaker farms are weak,
and enforcement is poor.

Summary

Yellow croaker are cultured in net
cages or open ponds in China.
Hatcheries produce fry for farmed
yellow croaker. Yellow croaker farms
adversely affect the environment,
using other overfished species as
feed and spreading pollution and
diseases. Although there are regula-
tions to control these activities, they
are only partially effective.
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