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e Acanthopagrus latus
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Origin:
Mainly sold as: Live and fresh whole fish
Culture method: Floating net cages

Hong Kong

© Condition of the farmed fish

The high density of yellowfin seabream
in net cages can allow diseases and
parasites to spread easily.

© Fish feed

Yellowfin seabream are carnivores and
their feed may include commercially
important immature wild-caught fish.
This puts additional pressure on the
already overfished populations of wild
species in Hong Kong.

© Source of fry

Most farmed yellowfin seabream are
from hatcheries. A very small amount
of fish come from local waters.

© Impacts on the environment

Floating net cages are installed in ways
that have only minimal impact on the
seabed. As the net is the only barrier
between the cage and the natural en-
vironment, excessive fish feed and
faeces will go directly into the sea,
particularly underneath the fish farms.
Yellowfin seabream are a native species
and there is no risk of introducing ex-
otic species.

e Acanthopagrus latus

© Mariculture management

Fish farms are located at designated
mariculture zones and local fishermen
benefit from running them. Fish farms
can join the voluntary AFFS but the
scheme is not fully focused on address-
ing their environmental impact. Issues
that still need to be addressed include
the spread of disease and contamina-
tion by excess feed and faeces.

Summary

Floating cage fish farms for yellow-
fin seabream do not alter the natural
seabed environment much but dis-
eases can spread quickly as many
fish are kept in each cage. Feed
may include overfished wild species
and some fry are still taken from the
wild. Environmental problems like
water pollution from excessive feed
and from faeces, and the spread of
disease still need to be addressed,
but some fish farms have joined the
AFFS, which can partly help address
these issues.
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