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Origin: Global

e Thunnus albacares

Mainly sold as: Fresh, frozen and canned fillet
Fishing method: Purse seining, pelagic long-lining

Yellowfin tuna grow quickly and be-
come sexually mature between about
17 months and 4 years. They are less
sensitive to fishing pressure than blue-
fin tuna.

More than half of the global catch of
yellowfin comes from the Pacific Ocean
but the catch from the Indian Ocean is
increasing. The populations of yellowfin
tuna in all oceans are considered fully
fished.

Bycatch from yellowfin tuna fishing by
pelagic long-lining in high seas can be
quite high, sometimes involving vulnera-
ble species such as seabirds and turtles.

Purse seining and long lining have little
impact on the seabed because there is
no contact with fishing gear.

International fisheries management

organizations such as the International
Commission for the Conservation of
Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT), the Inter-Ameri-
can Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC)
andthe Indian Ocean Tuna Commission
(I0TC) monitor fishing of the species.
Some management and inspection
measures are also in place, including
reporting of boat positions and catches
but they are only partially effective.

Summary

Compared with bluefin tuna, yellow-
fin tuna are not particularly suscep-
tible to fishing pressure. Stocks are
fully fished in all oceans. Yellowfin
tuna fisheries that use long lining
can generate a high amount of by-
catch, including vulnerable species
such as seabirds and turtles. The
fishing methods have little impact
on the seabed. The management
measures in place for yellowfin tuna
fisheries are partially effective.
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