162

e Loliolus beka, L. uyii, Uroteuthis duvauceli, U. chinensis,
U. edulis, Sepioteuthis lessoniana
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o Loliolus beka, L. uyii, Uroteuthis duvauceli, U. chinensis,

U. edulis, Sepioteuthis lessoniana

Origin: Hong Kong waters and South China Sea

Mainly sold as: Fresh whole squid
Fishing method: Bottom trawling

Squid grow to adulthood quickly and
have a short life span of about a year.
As they gather together in big groups to
reproduce, squid can be easily targeted
by fishermen.

Squid are fully fished locally.

Squid are caught by bottom trawlers in
Hong Kong and the South China Sea,
and generate bycatch of up to 70% of the
total catch. The bycatch includes many
commercially important juvenile fish,
which are sold cheaply to fish farms in
Hong Kong and China as feed. This is a
huge waste of marine resources.

The intense contact between heavy
weights on the trawling gear and the
seabed has a big impact on the sea-
floor.

Fishery management systems for squid

in Hong Kong and the South China Sea
are ineffective. Fishery regulations are
not in place: in Hong Kong, there are
no size restrictions, fishing licensing or
quota system. Although some manage-
ment measures are in place in main-
land China, enforcement is poor.

Summary

Squid are fully fished and have at
least one biological characteristic
that makes them sensitive to fish-
ing pressure. Bottom trawling gen-
erates a lot of undesirable bycatch,
exacerbating the depletion of ma-
rine resources. In addition, it has a
big impact on the seabed. The few
management measures in place for
squid in Hong Kong and the South
China Sea are not effective.
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